122                     RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
The father had frequently discoursed these things with his eldest daughter, in the case of her sister, as is to be seen, in the last dialogue, and found, by her discourse, that she was pretty much of her sister's mind, in the matter of choosing a husband: but, having a gentleman in his thoughts for her, who had the character of a very sober, religious person, he made no question but he should dispose his daughter both to her satisfaction and his own.
It was with a view to this design, that he had jested with her, in one of these last discourses, that he had a religious husband in store for her, and that he hoped he should give her no occasion to play the fool, as her sister had done.
In consequence of this, he took occasion to tell her one evening after supper, that what he had spoken in a way of jest to her, at such a time, was really no jest in his own thoughts; that he had been spoken to by a certain gentleman, a considerable merchant in the city, whose eldest son had an inclination to pay his respects to her; And I assure you, my dear, says the father, he has the character of a very sober, religious gentleman ; and I am sure his father and mother are very good people : indeed, the whole family are noted for a religious family, and I know no family in the whole city that have a better character.
She made him no answer at all, till he began with her again, Why are you so silent, child ? said her father: have you nothing to say? Methinks, when I look back upon the disorder which the obstinacy of your sister has put us all in, I would be glad to have every difficulty removed beforehand with you, and therefore I speak early, that if you have any objections, I may hear them, and not be driven afterwards to ask people pardon for ill usage which I have had no hand in; and I would